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Summary of the Roundtable 
 

The Baltic Sea Day section session discussing Baltic Sea protection through environmental education and awareness 

raising witnessed an impressive amount of action, ideas and dialogue. The session highlighted local action, successful 

projects and benefits of international collaboration – all of which came through strongly in the programme. The ex-

perts presented an inspiring array of concrete activities to follow: from poem and photo competitions to volunteering 

and festivals, and to systematic development of competences. 

 

 

Background 
 

The Roundtable begun with introductory notes from the moderator, Gennadi Gramberg, Head of Environmental Pro-

jects and Education Division at the Tallinn Environment Department (Estonia), and continued with welcome speeches by 

Olli-Pekka Mäki, Environmental Director from the City of Turku (Finland), Esa Nikunen Director General from City of Hel-

sinki Environment Centre (Finland), and Mikko Lohikoski, Senior Adviser to the Mayor from the City of Turku. 

 

These four speeches presented the two organising actors and their objectives. The Baltic Sea Challenge (BSC) network, 

initiated by the Cities of Helsinki and Turku in 2007, works to support and facilitate local actors in their efforts in Baltic 

Sea and water protection. The network has today about 230 member organisations from the Baltic Sea region, one of 

the most active being the City of Tallinn. European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) Horizontal Action 

(HA) “Neighbours” increases dialogue and practical cooperation between multilevel stakeholders in the EU and the 

North Western territories of the Russian Federation, Belarus, Norway and Iceland. The “Neighbours” coordinators dis-

seminate information and organize cross-border cooperation events and seminars. The HA Neighbours is coordinated 

by the City of Turku and Council of Baltic Sea States.  

 

These two actors – BSC and HA Neighbours – share the objective of building increasing cooperation between local ac-

tors in the Baltic Sea region, and through this joint roundtable established a platform for possible connections.   

 
Presentations 
  
The roundtable begun by introduction of two BSC members from Russia. Secondary comprehensive school no. 2 with 

profound English learning from Sosnovy Bor, Russia, has been member of the Baltic Sea Challenge network since Febru-

ary 2015. Their impressive array of activities around Baltic Sea protection was presented at the roundtable by Deputy 

Head Master Svetlana Loskutova together with her student Alexandra. Together with their teachers, the students have 

organised poetry and photography competitions, produced school radio programmes and written articles in the school 

newspaper. They have also had excursions to the coastline, project works (research and educational materials), and are 

open for new connections and student exchange.   

 

Association Friends of the Baltic from Russia has been a member of the Baltic Sea Challenge network since March 2014. 

The association has a long and active history (since 1994) in environmental protection and action for the Baltic Sea. Pro-

ject Coordinator Ekaterina Uspenskaya presented especially the joint action with Coalition Clean Baltic: the River Watch 

Network. It includes over 30 local groups who organise public monitoring of water quality and events, trainings and con-

ferences. Friends of the Baltic also participates in producing materials and trainings for Baltic Sea Ambassadors, the Gulf 

of Finland Year 2014 cooperation and many other activities.  

 

After Baltic Sea Challenge network member presentations, the roundtable moved on to future project plans, methods 

and other supports mechanisms for cross-border environmental education cooperation.  



 

Project Coordinator Päivi Kärnä from Finland-Russia Society introduced the GofEnvEd project. This project, led by Fin-

land-Russia Society, works to enhance cooperation in environmental education around the Gulf of Finland, and to cre-

ate a model for cooperation with other regions around the Baltic Sea. It had just received seed money funding from the 

EU Baltic Sea Region Programme, and about to start action. The project activities will include production of educational 

materials, creation of a database of materials, sharing best practices, organising workshops, environmental camps and 

awareness raising campaigns. Interested actors are welcome to contact for more cooperation. The GofEnvEd project 

was supported by HA Neighbours in the seed money application phase. 

 

Project Coordinator Suzanne Zetterblom from SWEDESD, Uppsala University in Sweden introduced “Baltic Sea Region 

Network on Education for Sustainable Development”, BALTESD. With Council of the Baltic Sea States Project facility 

funding the BALTESD has finalized an assessment about local research and education hubs for sustainable education in 

the Baltic Sea Region. Their recommendations on how the region can contribute to the sustainability development goals 

in the field of sustainable development education included for example long-lasting collaborations and systematic de-

velopment of competences.  

 

NGO “Union for Conservation of Nature” works to create a public movement promoting sustainable and ecologically 

safe social and economic development in Russia. It produces legislative recommendations, expert assessment, research, 

educational activities, legal and ecological consultations, and promotion of nature conservation. Professor, President 

Veronica Tarbaeva presented best methods for environmental education and increase of public awareness on environ-

mental problems of the Baltic Sea region, which are valuable for any organisation with awareness-raising or volunteer 

activities. She pointed out that for example in Russia the ecological movement has great potential, but is still forming. 

According to a poll (2012) only 11 % of Russians have experience in participating in volunteer activities but another 39 % 

could see themselves participating.  

 

Finally, Director-General Jan Lundin from the Council of the Baltic Sea States Secretariat in Sweden introduced the par-

ticipants to the Secretariat’s history and objectives, and its role in relation to the EUSBSR. In addition to developing the 

general cooperation within EUSBSR Horizontal Action “Climate”, “Secure” and “Neighbours”, they also participate in 

providing funding through these Actions. The purpose of the CBSS Project Support Facility (PSF) is to co-finance the de-

velopment and implementation of Baltic Sea macro-regional cooperation projects, which would bring benefits for the 

Baltic Sea region, show impact in regional cooperation and foster long-term partnerships. The PSF is available to facili-

tate project preparation and implementation in relation to the three long-term priorities of the CBSS: Regional Identity, 

Sustainable & Prosperous Region and Safe & Secure Region. 

 

 

Results 
 

During two separate group discussion sessions within the roundtable, it was commonly agreed that in order to educate, 

first you need to enlighten: “Make Baltic Sea protection personal, interesting and fun.” A surprising perspective or an 

experience of art may open doors for further awareness raising. The participants invite everyone to consider how their 

organisation could contribute, and to continue discussions about cooperation, for example regarding future Clean Up 

events or possible activities during the coming year of Environmental Protection in Russia.  

 

During the roundtable, there were big sheets of paper on the wall gathering the participants’ ideas and experiences on 

five topics: local action, benefits and motivation, experiences, challenges, and support networks. These can be found on 

the BSC website.  

 

Finally the Moderator encouraged the participants to be active and to look for connections for ideas and financing – 

there are several support networks and active, co-operation minded organisations out there to help. The Moderator 

also presented the main conclusions of the roundtable discussion at the closing session of the Baltic Sea Days.  

The roundtable organizers wish to thank all the experts for their input and roughly 50 participants for active discussion – 

and finally the organizers of the Baltic Sea Day Conference for creating a wonderful platform for interaction.  

Further information: 
 

Rapporteurs:  Ms Salla-Maria Lauttamäki, Baltic Sea Challenge Coordinator, Centrum Balticum Foundation:  

salla-maria.lauttamaki@centrumbalticum.org  

Ms Jaana Kerttula, Planner, EUSBSR Horizontal Action “Neighbours”, Centrum Balticum Foundation: 

jaana.kerttula@centrumbalticum.org  

Moderator:  Mr Gennadi Gramberg, Head of Environmental Education and Projects and Education Division,  

Tallinn Environment Department: gennadi.gramberg@tallinnlv.ee  

Website:  http://www.itamerihaaste.net/balticseadays  

 


